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Sausal Creek Watershed Plant Communities
The following tables show the major plant communities of the Sausal Creek Watershed,
and plants found in each. Martha Lowe compiled the original list, for her Master’s thesis
on the Sausal Creek Watershed. Recently-discovered species have been added; habitat
information is derived from The Jepson Manual, CalFlora, and personal observations.

This list can help you identify plants as you explore the watershed and nearby areas. If
you live in the watershed, and want to add native species to your home garden, this list
can also help you select plants. For example, if you’re looking for something to plant
under a large Coast Live Oak, check the Oak Woodland list for shrubs and perennials that
would be happy in dry shade.

The plant communities included are:

• Aquatic, plants that grow in water

• Meadow, Seep, plants that grow in open freshwater meadows and seeps

• Riparian, plants that grow near creeks and depend on groundwater

• Grassland, grasses, annual, and perennial plants of open grassland

• Chaparral, plants that live in hot, arid conditions

• Coastal Scrub, a community of shrubs, grasses, annuals and perennials on sunny
hillsides

• Woodland, plants that inhabit the understory of various woodland communities

• Oak woodland, Coast live oaks and their understory plants

• Mixed Hardwood Forest, with trees such as Madrone, Buckeye and Bay as well as
Oaks’

• Bay forest, dominated by the dense canopy of huge Bay trees, this small group of
plants can survive in the heavy shade

• Redwood forest, our coast redwoods and their understory plants

• Monterey pine forest, plants that live under this much planted tree that’s not
native to the watershed

• Disturbed areas, plants that you’re likely to see along streets and trails

The plant types in the tables are:

Type Description
A Annual
F Fern
G Grass
P Perennial
S Shrub
T Tree
V Vine
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Aquatic
Scientific Name Common Name Type
Rorippa nasturtium-aquaticum Watercress P
Typha sp. Cattail G

Meadow/Seep
Scientific Name Common Name Type
Aquilegia formosa Columbine P
Aster chilensis Common Aster P
Baccharis douglasii Marsh Baccharis P
Carex sp. Sedge P
Juncus effusus Rush P
Toxicodendron diversilobum Poison Oak S
Typha sp. Cattail G

Riparian
Scientific Name Common Name Type
Acer macrophyllum Big-Leaf Maple T
Acer negundo var. californicum Box-Elder T
Alnus rhombifolia White Alder T
Alnus rubra Red Alder T
Aquilegia formosa Columbine P
Aralia californica Elk-Clover P
Athyrium filix-femina var. cyclosorum Western Lady Fern F
Baccharis douglasii Marsh Baccharis P
Carex sp. Sedge P
Cornus sericea ssp. sericea American Dogwood S
Epilobium ciliatum ssp. ciliatum Willow-Herb P
Equisteum sp. Horsetail P
Helenium puberulum Sneezeweed P
Juncus bufonius var. bufonius Toad Rush G
Juncus patens Common Rush P
Juncus xiphioides Iris-Leaf Rush P
Lathyrus vestitus var. vestitus Pacific Pea P
Lonicera involucrata var. ledebourii Black Twinberry S
Mimulus cardinalis Red Monkeyflower P
Mimulus guttatus Yellow Monkeyflower P
Oenanthe sarmentosa Water Parsley P
Phacelia nemoralis ssp. nemoralis Bristly Phacelia P
Physocarpus capitatus Ninebark S
Ribes divaricatum var. pubiflorum Straggly Gooseberry S
Rubus parviflorus Thimbleberry P
Salix laevigata Red Willow T
Salix lasiolepis Arroyo Willow S
Sambucus mexicana Blue Elderberry S
Scrophularia californica ssp. californica Bee Plant P
Thalictrum fendleri var. polycarpum Meadow-Rue P
Toxicodendron diversilobum Poison Oak S
Urtica dioica ssp. holosericea Stinging Nettle P
Veronica americana American Brooklime P
Vicia gigantea Giant Vetch P
Woodwardia fimbriata Giant Chain Fern F
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Grassland
Scientific Name Common Name Type
Acaena pinnafitida var. californica California Sheepburr P

Achillea millefolium Yarrow P

Agoseris grandiflora California Dandelion P

Amsinckia sp. Fiddleneck A

Anaphalis margaritacea Pearly Everlasting P

Aster chilensis Common Aster P

Aster radulinus Aster P

Brodiaea elegans ssp. elegans Harvest Brodiaea P

Bromus carinatus var. carinatus California Brome G

Calochortus luteus Yellow Mariposa Lily P

Calochortus umbellatus Oakland Star-Tulip P

Calystegia subacaulis ssp. subacaulis Hill Morning-Glory P

Chlorogalum pomeridianum var. pomeridianum Soap Plant P

Cirsium occidentale var. venustum Venus Thistle A

Clarkia rubicunda Farewell-To-Spring A

Claytonia perfoliata ssp. perfoliata Miner's Lettuce A

Clematis lasiantha Pipestems V

Collinsia heterophylla Chinese Houses A

Dichelostemma capitatum ssp. capitatum Blue Dicks P

Dodecatheon hendersonii Shooting Stars P

Elymus glaucus ssp. glaucus Blue Wildrye P

Elymus multisetus Big Squirreltail G

Epilobium brachycarpum Annual Fireweed A

Eriogonum nudum var. auriculatum Eared Buckwheat P

Eschscholzia californica California Poppy P

Gilia achilleifolia ssp. multicaulis A

Grindelia hirsutula var. hirsutula Gumweed P

Hemizonia congesta ssp. luzulifolia Hayfield Tarweed A

Koeleria macrantha Junegrass G

Lotus humistratus Woolly Trefoil A

Lotus micranthus Hill Lotus A

Lotus scoparius var. scoparius California Broom S

Lupinus albifrons var. albifrons Bush Lupine S

Lupinus albifrons var. collinus Bush Lupine S

Lupinus bicolor Annual Lupine, Bicolored Lupine A

Lupinus succulentus Arroyo Lupine A

Madia gracilis Slender Tarweed A

Madia sativa Coast Tarweed A

Marah fabaceus California Man-Root P

Melica californica California Melic G

Melica imperfecta Coast Range Melic G

Melica torreyana Torrey’s Melic Grass G

Nassella lepida Foothill Needlegrass G

Nassella pulchra Purple Needlegrass P

Pellaea andromedifolia Coffee Fern F

Perideridia kelloggii Yampah P

Phacelia imbricata ssp. imbricata Imbricate Phacelia P

Plantago erecta California Plantain A

Ranunculus californicus California Buttercup P

Sanicula bipinnatifida Purple Sanicle P

Sidalcea malviflora ssp. malviflora Checker Mallow P

Sisyrinchium bellum Blue-Eyed Grass P

Solidago californica California Goldenrod P
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Scientific Name Common Name Type
Stachys ajugoides var. rigida Common Wood Mint P

Streptanthus glandulosus ssp. glandulosus Bristly Jewelflower A

Toxicodendron diversilobum Poison Oak S

Trifolium albopurpureum var. albopurpureum Indian Clover A

Trifolium ciliolatum Ciliate Clover A
Trifolium gracilentum var. gracilentum A
Trifolium microcephalum Small-Head Clover A
Trifolium willdenovii Tomcat Clover A
Uropappus lindleyi Silver Puffs A
Vicia americana var. americana American Vetch V
Wyethia angustifolia Narrowleaf Mule-Ears P

Chaparral
Scientific Name Common Name Type
Adenostoma fasciculatum Chamise S
Anaphalis margaritacea Pearly Everlasting P
Angelica tomentosa Woolly Angelica P
Aquilegia formosa Columbine P
Arbutus menziesii Pacific Madrone T
Arctostaphylos pallida Pallid Manzanita S
Arctostaphylos tomentosa ssp. crustacea Brittleleaf Manzanita S
Aster chilensis Common Aster P
Calystegia purpurata ssp. purpurata Morning Glory A
Calystegia subacaulis ssp. subacaulis Hill Morning-Glory P
Cercocarpus betuloides var. betuloides Mountain Mahogany S
Chlorogalum pomeridianum var. pomeridianum Soap Plant P
Chrysolepis chrysophylla var. minor Golden Chinquapin S
Clematis lasiantha Pipestems V
Collinsia heterophylla Chinese Houses A
Dodecatheon hendersonii Shooting Stars P

Dryopteris arguta Coastal Wood Fern F
Festuca californica California Fescue G
Garrya elliptica Coast Silk-Tassle S
Lonicera hispidula var. vacillans California Honeysuckle V
Lotus micranthus Hill Lotus A
Lupinus succulentus Arroyo Lupine A
Melica imperfecta Coast Range Melic G
Monardella villosa Coyote Mint P
Pteridium aquilinum var. pubescens Bracken Fern F
Quercus chrysolepis Canyon Live Oak T
Rhamnus californica California Coffeeberry S
Ribes amarum Bitter Gooseberry S
Rosa californica California Wild Rose S
Rubus ursinus California Blackberry V
Sanicula laciniata Coastal Blacksnakeroot P
Silene californica Indian Pink A
Toxicodendron diversilobum Poison Oak S
Trientalis latifolia Star Flower P
Uropappus lindleyi Silver Puffs A
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Coastal Scrub
Scientific Name Common Name Type
Acaena pinnafitida var. californica California Sheepburr P
Amsinckia sp. Fiddleneck A
Angelica tomentosa Woolly Angelica P
Artemisia californica California Sagebrush S
Artemisia douglasiana Mugwort P
Baccharis douglasii Marsh Baccharis P
Baccharis pilularis Coyote Brush S
Berberis pinnata ssp. pinnata California Barberry S
Ceanothus oliganthus var. sorediatus Jimbrush S
Ceanothus thyrsiflorus Blueblossom S
Chlorogalum pomeridianum var. pomeridianum Soap Plant P
Dodecatheon hendersonii Shooting Stars P

Dryopteris arguta Coastal Wood Fern F
Epilobium canum ssp. canum California Fuchsia P
Eriogonum nudum var. auriculatum Eared Buckwheat P
Eriophyllum confertiflorum var. confertiflorum Golden Yarrow S
Galium porrigens var. porrigens Climbing Bedstraw P
Gnaphalium bicolor Cudweed P
Gnaphalium californicum Cudweed A
Gnaphalium canescens ssp. beneolens Cudweed P
Heracleum lanatum Cow Parsnip P
Holodiscus discolor Ocean Spray S
Lupinus albifrons var. albifrons Bush Lupine S
Lupinus bicolor Annual Lupine, Bicolored Lupine A
Madia sativa Coast Tarweed A
Marah fabaceus California Man-Root P
Mimulus aurantiacus Bush Monkeyflower S
Monardella villosa Coyote Mint P
Nassella lepida Foothill Needlegrass G
Nemophila heterophylla Small Baby-Blue Eyes A
Pellaea andromedifolia Coffee Fern F
Phacelia californica California Phacelia P
Physocarpus capitatus Ninebark S
Pteridium aquilinum var. pubescens Bracken Fern F
Rhamnus californica California Coffeeberry S
Ribes amarum Bitter Gooseberry S
Ribes divaricatum var. pubiflorum Straggly Gooseberry S
Ribes sanguineum var. glutinosum Red-Flowering Currant S
Sambucus mexicana Blue Elderberry S
Scrophularia californica ssp. californica Bee Plant P
Silene californica Indian Pink A
Solanum umbelliferum Blue Witch S
Toxicodendron diversilobum Poison Oak S
Trillium chloropetalum Giant Trillium P
Urtica dioica ssp. holosericea Stinging Nettle P
Zigadenus fremontii Zigadene P
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 Woodland
Scientific Name Common Name Type
Agrostis pallens Bent Grass G
Anaphalis margaritacea Pearly Everlasting P
Angelica tomentosa Woolly Angelica P
Aquilegia formosa Columbine P
Aster chilensis Common Aster P
Baccharis douglasii Marsh Baccharis P
Barbarea orthoceras Winter Cress A
Bromus carinatus var. carinatus California Brome G
Calystegia subacaulis ssp. subacaulis Hill Morning-Glory P
Calystegia purpurata ssp. purpurata Morning Glory A
Clematis lasiantha Pipestems V
Cynoglossum grande Hound's Tongue P
Elymus glaucus ssp. glaucus Blue Wildrye P
Fritillaria affinis ssp. affinis Checker Lily P
Galium aparine Goose Grass A
Galium triflorum Sweet-Scented Bedstraw A
Heracleum lanatum Cow Parsnip P
Heuchera micrantha Alumroot P
Iris douglasiana Douglas Iris P
Koeleria macrantha Junegrass G
Lotus micranthus Hill Lotus A
Lupinus bicolor Annual Lupine, Bicolored Lupine A
Lupinus succulentus Arroyo Lupine A
Madia gracilis Slender Tarweed A
Marah fabaceus California Man-Root P
Melica imperfecta Coast Range Melic G
Melica torreyana Torrey’s Melic Grass G
Monardella villosa Coyote Mint P
Phacelia californica California Phacelia P
Physocarpus capitatus Ninebark S
Ranunculus californicus California Buttercup P
Rosa californica California Wild Rose S
Rosa gymnocarpa Wood Rose S
Rupertia physodes California Tea P
Sanicula crassicaulis Pacific Sanicle P
Solanum americanum Common Nightshade A
Tellima grandiflora Fringe Cups P
Thalictrum fendleri var. polycarpum Meadow-Rue P
Toxicodendron diversilobum Poison Oak S
Uropappus lindleyi Silver Puffs A
Vicia gigantea Giant Vetch P
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Oak Woodland
Scientific Name Common Name Type
Adiantum jordanii California Maidenhair F
Aquilegia formosa Columbine P
Cercocarpus betuloides var. betuloides Mountain Mahogany S
Chlorogalum pomeridianum var. pomeridianum Soap Plant P
Claytonia parviflora ssp. parviflora Miner's Lettuce A
Corylus cornuta var. californica California Hazelnut S
Cynoglossum grande Hound's Tongue P
Dirca occidentalis Western Leatherwood S
Disporum hookeri Fairy Bells P
Dryopteris arguta Coastal Wood Fern F
Epilobium brachycarpum Annual Fireweed A
Festuca californica California Fescue G
Gnaphalium canescens ssp. beneolens Cudweed P
Heteromeles arbutifolia Toyon S
Holodiscus discolor Ocean Spray S
Lathyrus vestitus var. vestitus Pacific Pea P
Lonicera hispidula var. vacillans California Honeysuckle V
Lonicera subspicata var. denudata Wild Honeysuckle V
Marah oreganus Coast Man-Root P
Mimulus aurantiacus Bush Monkeyflower S
Monardella villosa Coyote Mint P
Navarretia squarrosa Skunkweed A
Oemleria cerasiformis Oso Berry S
Pellaea andromedifolia Coffee Fern F
Pentagramma triangularis ssp. triangularis Goldback Fern F
Phoradendron villosum Mistletoe P
Polystichum munitum Western Sword Fern F
Pteridium aquilinum var. pubescens Bracken Fern F
Quercus agrifolia var. agrifolia Coast Live Oak T
Quercus chrysolepis Canyon Live Oak T
Quercus wislizenii var. wislizenii Interior Live Oak T
Ribes californicum var. californicum Hillside Gooseberry S
Ribes menziesii Canyon Gooseberry S
Ribes sanguineum var. glutinosum Red-Flowering Currant S
Rosa gymnocarpa Wood Rose S
Rubus parviflorus Thimbleberry P
Rubus ursinus California Blackberry V
Rupertia physodes California Tea P
Sambucus mexicana Blue Elderberry S
Satureja douglasii Yerba Buena P
Scrophularia californica ssp. californica Bee Plant P
Silene californica Indian Pink A
Stachys ajugoides var. rigida Common Wood Mint P
Symphoricarpos albus var. laevigata Snowberry S
Symphoricarpos mollis Creeping Snowberry S
Toxicodendron diversilobum Poison Oak S
Trientalis latifolia Star Flower P
Trillium chloropetalum Giant Trillium P
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Bay Woodland
Scientific Name Common Name Type
Helenium puberulum Sneezeweed P
Solidago californica California Goldenrod P
Toxicodendron diversilobum Poison Oak S

Mixed Hardwood Forest
Scientific Name Common Name Type
Acer macrophyllum Big-Leaf Maple T
Adiantum jordanii California Maidenhair F
Aesculus californica California Buckeye T
Agrostis pallens Bent Grass G
Arbutus menziesii Pacific Madrone T
Aster radulinus Aster P
Cardamine californica Milk Maids A
Carex tumulicola Berkeley Sedge P
Claytonia parviflora ssp. parviflora Miner's Lettuce A
Disporum hookeri Fairy Bells P
Dryopteris arguta Coastal Wood Fern F
Fragaria vesca Wood Strawberry P
Garrya elliptica Coast Silk-Tassle S
Marah oreganus Coast Man-Root P
Osmorhiza chilensis Wood Cicely P
Pentagramma triangularis ssp. triangularis Goldback Fern F
Phacelia nemoralis ssp. nemoralis Bristly Phacelia P
Polypodium calirhiza Licorice Fern F
Polystichum munitum Western Sword Fern F
Quercus agrifolia var. agrifolia Coast Live Oak T
Ribes californicum var. californicum Hillside Gooseberry S
Ribes menziesii Canyon Gooseberry S
Rubus parviflorus Thimbleberry P
Sanicula crassicaulis Pacific Sanicle P
Satureja douglasii Yerba Buena P
Smilacena racemosa Small False Solomon's Seal P
Smilacena stellata Large False Solomon’s Seal P
Symphoricarpos albus var. laevigata Snowberry S
Symphoricarpos mollis Creeping Snowberry S
Tellima grandiflora Fringe Cups P
Toxicodendron diversilobum Poison Oak S
Trillium chloropetalum Giant Trillium P
Umbellularia californica California Bay T

Bay Forest
Scientific Name Common Name Type
Corylus cornuta var. californica California Hazelnut S
Marah fabaceus California Man-Root P
Polypodium calirhiza Licorice Fern F
Polystichum munitum Western Sword Fern F
Rubus ursinus California Blackberry V
Toxicodendron diversilobum Poison Oak S
Umbellularia californica California Bay T
Vaccinium ovatum California Huckleberry S
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Redwood Forest
Scientific Name Common Name Type
Actaea rubra Baneberry P
Adiantum aleuticum Five-Finger Fern F
Angelica tomentosa Woolly Angelica P
Asarum caudatum Wild Ginger P
Cardamine californica Milk Maids A
Carex tumulicola Berkeley Sedge P
Disporum hookeri Fairy Bells P
Fragaria vesca Wood Strawberry P
Gaultheria shallon Salal S
Monardella villosa Coyote Mint P
Oxalis oregana Redwood Sorrel P
Polypodium calirhiza Licorice Fern F
Polystichum munitum Western Sword Fern F
Rosa gymnocarpa Wood Rose S
Rubus ursinus California Blackberry V
Sequoia sempervirens Coast Redwood T
Smilacena racemosa Small False Solomon’s Seal P
Smilacena stellata Large False Solomon’s Seal P
Tellima grandiflora Fringe Cups P
Toxicodendron diversilobum Poison Oak S
Trientalis latifolia Star Flower P
Trillium chloropetalum Giant Trillium P
Trillium ovatum ssp. ovatum White Trillium P
Vaccinium ovatum California Huckleberry S
Viola glabella Stream Violet P
Viola sempervirens Evergreen Violet P

Monterey Pine Forest
Scientific Name Common Name Type
Gnaphalium canescens ssp. beneolens Cudweed P
Piperia elegans Rein Orchid P
Symphoricarpos albus var. laevigata Snowberry S
Symphoricarpos mollis Creeping Snowberry S
Toxicodendron diversilobum Poison Oak S
Triteleia laxa Ithuriel's Spear P

Disturbed Areas
Scientific Name Common Name Type
Anaphalis margaritacea Pearly Everlasting P
Artemisia douglasiana Mugwort P
Aster chilensis Common Aster P
Epilobium ciliatum ssp. ciliatum Willow-Herb P
Lotus micranthus Hill Lotus A
Lupinus bicolor Annual Lupine, Bicolored Lupine A
Lupinus succulentus Arroyo Lupine A
Nassella lepida Foothill Needlegrass G
Sanicula crassicaulis Pacific Sanicle P
Stachys ajugoides var. rigida Common Wood Mint P
Toxicodendron diversilobum Poison Oak S


